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(3) TITLE OF THE INVENTION: 

BEDCLOTHES 

(4) CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS: 

This is a continuation-in-part of Application No. 08/908,339, entitled "ONE UNIT 
SET OF LINEN AND BEDDING APPAREL WITH DETACHABLE PARTS," filed 
August 7, 1997, now pending. Such specifically enumerated prior application is hereby 
incorporated herein by reference. 

(5) STATEMENT RE FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT: 

Not Applicable. 

(6) REFERENCE TO A "MICROFICHE APPENDIX": 



(7) BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION: 

1. Field of the Invention: The present invention relates, in general, to bedclothes 
used to make a bed, and, more specifically, to the combination a first or fitted sheet for 
covering the top of a mattress and a second, top or flat sheet for covering the top of the 
fitted sheet with the foot end of the flat sheet attached to the foot end of the fitted 
sheet. 

2. Information Disclosure Statement: Various specific types and designs of 



Not Applicable. 




bedclothes, commonly including various covering (as sheets, comforters, bed skirts, 
pillow cases) used on a bed, are well known to those skilled in the art. However, to make 
a bed using typical bedclothes, each separate piece is put on the bed one at a time. 

The following patents were cited in the above identified prior application and 
5 appear to be relevant to the present invention: 

McLeod, U.S. Patent 4,301,561, issued November 24, 1981, discloses a separable, 
fitted liner and bed sheet for a waterbed. The bottom sheet has U-shaped cutouts at the 
corners thereof and is attached to an underliner using Velcro® fasteners or the like. The 
foot end of a top sheet is sewn or stitched to the foot end of the bottom sheet. 
10 Colburn, U.S. Patent 4,488,323, issued December 18, 1984, discloses bedding 

including a mattress pad, a sheet, and coacting hook-and-loop type fastening means 
with one part of the fastening means attached to the sides of a waterbed mattress or the 
like, and with other parts of the fastening means attached to the mattress pad and sheet 
so that the mattress pad and sheet can be secured to the mattress without lifting the ends 



Schwind, U.S. Patent 5,335,383, issued August 9, 1994, discloses the combination 
of a flat sheet for being positioned between a mattress and box springs and having a 
hook-and-loop type fastening strip attached around its perimeter, and a bed skirt having 
a hook-and-loop type fastening strip attached around its upper edge so that the bed 

20 skirt can be removably attached to the bed by joining the two fastening strips between 
the mattress and box springs. 

Cybulski, U.S. Patent 5,557,814, issued November 24, 1996, discloses a bed 
sheeting arrangement including a fitted lower sheet including a non-elastic drawstring 
for securing the lower sheet to the mattress, an upper covering, and a two part fastener 

25 such as a zipper for attaching the foot end of the upper covering to the foot end of the 
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of the mattress. 
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lower sheet. 

Hamilton, U.S. Patent 5,621,931, issued April 22, 1997, discloses a bedskirt 
assembly including a non-slip grip deck installed between a mattress and box springs, 
and a bed skirt attached to the edges of the non-slip grip deck using Velcro® fasteners 
5 or the like. 

Masoncup, U.S. Patent 5,638,562, issued June 17, 1997, discloses a fitted mattress 
pad foundation for being attached to an upper mattress, and a dust ruffle for being 
mounted around three edges of a lower mattress. The fitted mattress pad foundation 
includes extended side panels having first fasteners attached to an outer lower end 

10 thereof. The dust ruffle includes a band of flat material attached along an upper edge of 
a sheet of dust ruffle material. Second fasteners are attached along an inner upper edge 
of the band of flat material. The fitted mattress pad foundation is placed onto the upper 
mattress with the extended side panels positioned alongside the lower mattress. The dust 
ruffle is then attached around three edges of the bed by securing the first and second 

15 fasteners (e.g., coacting Velcro® brand fasteners) to one another. The secured edges of 
the extended side panels of the fitted mattress pad foundation and the band of flat 
material of the dust ruffle are then tucked in between the upper and lower mattress. 

Nothing in the known prior art discloses or suggests the present invention. More 
specifically, nothing in the known prior art discloses or suggests bedclothes including a 

20 fitted sheet having a top for covering the top of a mattress, a head side depending from 
the top thereof for covering the head side of the mattress, a foot side depending from the 
top thereof for covering the foot side of the mattress, a left side depending from the top 
thereof for covering the left side of the mattress, and a right side depending from the top 
thereof for covering the right side of the mattress; a flat sheet having a top for covering 

25 at least a portion of the top of the fitted sheet, and a foot side depending from the top 
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thereof for covering at least a portion of the foot side of the fitted sheet; a bed skirt 
including a foot side, a left side, and a right side; and fixing means fixing the foot side of 
the flat sheet to the foot side of the fitted sheet, fixing the foot side of the bed skirt to 
the foot side of the fitted sheet, fixing the left side of the bed skirt to the left side of the 
5 fitted sheet, and fixing the right side of the bed skirt to the right side of the fitted sheet. 

(8) BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION: 

The present invention provides bedclothes for making a bed in a efficient, time- 
saving manner. A basic concept of the present invention is to provide bedclothes in 
which at least the bottom or fitted sheet and top or flat sheet are simultaneously 
□ 10 attached to the mattress. 

f * The bedclothes of the present invention comprise, in general, a fitted sheet 

^ including a top for covering the top of a mattress, a head side depending from the top 
l 2 thereof for covering the head side of the mattress, a foot side depending from the top 
IL thereof for covering the foot side of the mattress, a left side depending from the top 
^ 15 thereof for covering the left side of the mattress, and a right side depending from the top 

air™ 

^ thereof for covering the right side of the mattress; a flat sheet including a top for 
■ y covering at least a portion of the top of the fitted sheet, and a foot side depending from 
the top thereof for covering at least a portion of the foot side of the fitted sheet; a bed 
skirt including a foot side, a left side, and a right side; and fixing means fixing the foot 
20 side of the flat sheet to the foot side of the fitted sheet, fixing the foot side of the bed 
skirt to the foot side of the fitted sheet, fixing the left side of the bed skirt to the left side 
of the fitted sheet, and fixing the right side of the bed skirt to the right side of the fitted 
sheet. 
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(9) BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS: 

T^g. 1 is an exploded perspective view of the bedclothes of the present invention 
shown in combination with a bed. 

Fig. 2 is\sectional view of the bedclothes of the present invention substantially 
as taken on line 2-2 of Fig. 1, with portions omitted for clarity. 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view of the bedclothes of the present invention substantially 
as taken on line 3-3 of Fig. r^swith portions omitted for clarity. 

Fig. 4 is a somewhat diagrammatic sectional view similar to Fig. 2 but showing the 
bedclothes thereof mounted on a mattress of a bed. 

Fig. 5 is a somewhat diagrammatic sectional view similar to Fig. 3 but showing the 
bedclothes thereof mounted on a mattress c^a bed. 

(10) DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION: 

The present invention relates to bedclothes for making a bed. The term 
"bedclothes" is used herein in its common meaning to include various covering (as 
sheets, comforters, bed skirts, pillow cases) used on a bed. 

A first preferred embodiment of the bedclothes of the present invention is shown 
somewhat diagrammatically in Fig. 1, and identified by the numeral 11. The bedclothes 11 
are for any bed having a mattress 13 with a top 15, a head end or side 17, a foot end or 
side 19, a left side 21, and a right side 23. The mattress 13 may be any size and may be a 
standard mattress, a waterbed mattress, or the like. The bedclothes 11 include, in general, 
a bottom or fitted sheet 25 and a top or flat sheet 27, and a bed skirt 28, 

The fitted sheet 25 includes a top 29 for covering the top 15 of the mattress 13, a 
head end or side 31 depending from the top 29 thereof for covering the head side 17 of 
the mattress 13, a foot end or side 33 depending from the top 29 thereof for covering the 
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foot side 19 of the mattress 13, a left side 35 depending from the top 29 thereof for 
covering the left side 21 of the mattress 13, and a right side 37 depending from the top 
29 thereof for covering the right side 23 of the mattress 13. The fitted sheet 25 may be 
constructed in any typical manner and out of any typical material as will now be 
5 apparent to those skilled in the art such as, for example, by being sewn out of cotton 
material, etc. The size and specific design of the fitted sheet 25 may also vary as will be 
apparent to those skilled in the art. However, the fitted sheet 25 preferably has typical 
fitted corners to form pockets or the like for receiving the corners of the mattress 13 in 
the common manner now apparent to those skilled in the art. 
10 The flat sheet 27 includes a top 39 for covering at least a portion of the top 29 of 

^5 the fitted sheet 25, and a foot end or side 41 depending from the top 29 thereof for 
covering at least a portion of the foot side 33 of the fitted sheet 25. Typically, the flat 

%j sheet 27 also includes a head end or edge 43, a left side or edge 45, and a right side or 

C5 

edge 47. The flat sheet 27 may be constructed in any typical manner and out of any 
Q 15 typical material as will now be apparent to those skilled in the art such as, for example, 
rU by being cut and sewn out of cotton material, etc. The size and specific design of the flat 
sB sheet 27 may also vary but normally conforms to the size and specific design of the 
fitted sheet 25, etc., as will be apparent to those skilled in the art. 

The bed skirt 28, often referred to as a dust ruffle, has a foot side 57, a left side 59, 
20 and a right side 61. The bed skirt 28 may be constructed in any typical manner and out 
of any typical material as will now be apparent to those skilled in the art such as, for 
example, by being cut and sewn out of cotton material, etc. The size and specific design 
of the bed skirt 28 may also vary but normally conforms to the size and specific design 
of the fitted sheet 25 and flat sheet 27, etc., as will be apparent to those skilled in the art. 
25 The bedclothes 11 include fixing means 49 fixing the foot side 41 of the flat sheet 
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27 to the foot side 33 of the fitted sheet 25, fixing the foot side 57 of the bed skirt 28 to 
the foot side 33 of the fitted sheet 25, fixing the left side 59 of the bed skirt 28 to the left 
side 35 of the fitted sheet 25, and fixing the right side 61 of the bed skirt 28 to the right 
side 37 of the fitted sheet 25. The fixing means 49 may consist of various specific means 
5 the various components together such as, for example, a plurality of coacting male and 
female snap members mounted on the various components to allow the flat sheet 27 and 
bed skirt 28 to be removably attached to the fitted sheet 25, pieces of Velcro® brand 
hook-and-loop fasteners or the equivalent mounted on the various components to allow 
the flat sheet 27 and bed skirt 28 to be removably attached to the fitted sheet 25, one or 
10 more zippers attached to the various components to allow the flat sheet 27 and bed skirt 
*g 28 to be removably attached to the fitted sheet 25, a quantity of fabric glue or the like 
on the various components to allow the flat sheet 27 and bed skirt 28 to be permanently 
attached to the fitted sheet 25, etc. Preferably, however, the fixing means 49 includes 

□ 

thread 51 sewing the foot side 41 of the flat sheet 27 to the foot side 33 of the fitted 

3 

C3 15 sheet 25 to permanently attach the foot side 41 of the flat sheet 27 to the foot side 33 of 
fU the fitted sheet 25 via a plurality of stitches or the like extending substantially across the 
foot side 41 of the flat sheet 27 and the foot side 33 of the fitted sheet 25; sewing the 
foot side 57 of the bed skirt 28 to the foot side 33 of the fitted sheet 25 to permanently 
attach the foot side 57 of the bed skirt 28 to the foot side 33 of the fitted sheet 25 via a 
20 plurality of stitches or the like extending substantially across the foot side 57 of the bed 
skirt 28 and the foot side 33 of the fitted sheet 25; sewing the left side 59 of the bed 
skirt 28 to the left side 35 of the fitted sheet 25 to permanently attach the left side 59 of 
the bed skirt 28 to the left side 35 of the fitted sheet 25 via a plurality of stitches or the 
like extending substantially across the left side 59 of the bed skirt 28 and the left side 35 
25 of the fitted sheet 25; and sewing the right side 61 of the bed skirt 28 to the right side 37 
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of the fitted sheet 25 to permanently attach the right side 61 of the bed skirt 28 to the 
right side 37 of the fitted sheet 25 via a plurality of stitches or the like extending 
substantially across the right side 61 of the bed skirt 28 and the right side 37 of the fitted 
sheet 25, as will now be apparent to those skilled in the art. 



shown somewhat diagrammatically in Figs. 2-4, and identified by the numeral 2.11. Like 
the bedclothes 11, the bedclothes 2.11 are for any bed having a mattress 13 with a top 
15, a head end or side 17, a foot end or side 19, a left side 21, and a right side 23. The 
mattress 13 may be any size and may be a standard mattress, a waterbed mattress, or the 



y The bedclothes 2.11 include, in general, a bottom or fitted sheet 2.25, a top or flat 

^ sheet 2.27, and a bed skirt 2.28. 

The fitted sheet 2.25 may be substantially identical to the fitted sheet 25, and 
% includes a top 2.29 for covering the top 15 of the mattress 13, a head end or side 2.31 

15 depending from the top 2.29 thereof for covering the head side 17 of the mattress 13, a 
^ foot end or side 2.33 depending from the top 2.29 thereof for covering the foot side 19 
J( of the mattress 13, a left side 2.35 depending from the top 2.29 thereof for covering the 
^ left side 21 of the mattress 13, and a right side 2.37 depending from the top 2.29 thereof 
for covering the right side 23 of the mattress 13. The fitted sheet 2.25 may be 
20 constructed in any typical manner and out of any typical material as will now be 

apparent to those skilled in the art such as, for example, by being sewn out of cotton 
material, etc. The size and specific design of the fitted sheet 2.25 may also vary as will be 
apparent to those skilled in the art. However, the fitted sheet 2.25 preferably has typical 
fitted corners to form pockets or the like for receiving the corners of the mattress 13 in 
25 the common manner now apparent to those skilled in the art. 



5 



A second preferred embodiment of the bedclothes of the present invention is 



10 



like. 
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The flat sheet 2.27 may be substantially identical to the flat sheet 27, and includes 
a top 2.39 for covering at least a portion of the top 2.29 of the fitted sheet 2.25, and a 
foot end or side 2.41 depending from the top 2.29 thereof for covering at least a portion 
of the foot side 2.33 of the fitted sheet 2.25. Typically, the flat sheet 2.27 also includes a 
5 head end or edge 2.43, a left side or edge 2.45, and a right side or edge 2.47. The flat 
sheet 2.27 may be constructed in any typical manner and out of any typical material as 
will now be apparent to those skilled in the art such as, for example, by being cut and 
sewn out of cotton material, etc. The size and specific design of the flat sheet 2.27 may 
also vary but normally conforms to the size and specific design of the fitted sheet 2.25, 
10 etc., as will be apparent to those skilled in the art. 
*g The bed skirt 2.28 may be substantially identical to the bed skirt 2.28, having a 

^ foot side 2.57, a left side 2.59, and a right side 2.61. The bed skirt 2.28 may be 

constructed in any typical manner and out of any typical material as will now be 

□ 

•Jg apparent to those skilled in the art such as, for example, by being cut and sewn out of 
£3 15 cotton material, etc. The size and specific design of the bed skirt 2.28 may also vary but 



normally conforms to the size and specific design of the fitted sheet 2.25 and flat sheet 
2.27, etc., as will be apparent to those skilled in the art. 



The bedclothes 2.11 include fixing means 2.49 fixing the foot side 2.41 of the flat 
sheet 2.27 to the foot side 2.33 of the fitted sheet 2.25, fixing the foot side 2.57 of the 

20 bed skirt 2.28 to the foot side 2.33 of the fitted sheet 2.25, fixing the left side 2.59 of the 
bed skirt 2.28 to the left side 2.35 of the fitted sheet 2.25, and fixing the right side 2.61 
of the bed skirt 2.28 to the right side 2.37 of the fitted sheet 2.25. The fixing means 2.49 
may consist of various specific means for attaching the various components together as 
disclosed hereinabove relative to the fixing means 49. Preferably, however, the fixing 

25 means 2.49 includes thread 2.51 sewing the foot side 2.41 of the flat sheet 2.27 and the 
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foot side 2.57 of the bed skirt 2.28 to the foot side 2.33 of the fitted sheet 2.25, sewing 
the left side 2.59 of the bed skirt 2.28 to the left side 2.35 of the fitted sheet 2.25, and 
sewing the right side 2.61 of the bed skirt 2.28 to the right side 2.37 of the fitted sheet 
2.25 to permanently attach the various components together via a plurality of stitches or 
5 the like extending substantially across the foot side 2.41 of the flat sheet 2.27; the foot 
side 2.33, left side 2.35 and right side 2.37 of the fitted sheet 2.25; and the foot side 
2.57, left side 2.59 and right side 2.61 of the bed skirt 2.28 as will now be apparent to 
those skilled in the art. 

The bedclothes 2.11 includes a comforter 2.63 having a foot side 2.65. Typically, 
10 the comforter 2.63 also includes a top 2.67, a head end or side 2.69, a left side 2.71, and 
;~ a right side 2.73. The comforter 2.63 may be constructed in any typical manner and out 
L of any typical material as will now be apparent to those skilled in the art such as, for 
si example, by being sewn out of cotton material with a polyester fill material, etc. The size 
ij3 and specific design of the comforter 2.63 may also vary, but normally conforms to the 
□ 15 size and specific design of the fitted sheet 2.25 and flat sheet 2.27, etc., as will be 
fU apparent to those skilled in the art. 

%Q The bedclothes 2.11 includes comforter attaching means 2.75 attaching the foot 

m 

side 2.65 of the comforter 2.63 to the foot side 2.33 of the fitted sheet 2.25. The 
comforter attaching means 2.75 may consist of various specific means for attaching the 

20 various components together such as, for example, pieces of Velcro® brand hook-and- 
loop fasteners or the equivalent to allow the foot side 2.65 of the comforter 2.63 to be 
removably attached to the foot side 2.33 of the fitted sheet 2.25, a quantity of fabric 
glue or the like between the foot side 2.65 of the comforter 2.63 and the foot side 2.33 
of the fitted sheet 2.25 to permanently attach the foot side 2.65 of the comforter 2.63 to 

25 the foot side 2.33 of the fitted sheet 2.25, thread sewing the foot side 2.65 of the 
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comforter 2.63 to the foot side 2.33 of the fitted sheet 2.25 to permanently attach the 
foot side 2.65 of the comforter 2.63 to the foot side 2.33 of the fitted sheet 2.25 via a 
plurality of stitches or the like, etc. Preferably, however, the comforter attaching means 
2.75 includes snaps means 2.77 removably attaching the foot side 2.65 of the comforter 
5 2.63 to the foot side 2.33 of the fitted sheet 2.25 as will now be apparent to those 
skilled in the art. The snap means 2.77 may include a plurality of coacting male and 
female snap members running along the foot side 2.65 of the comforter 2.63 and the foot 
side 2.33 of the fitted sheet 2.25 to allow the foot side 2.65 of the comforter 2.63 to be 
removably the foot side 2.33 of the fitted sheet 2.25. More specifically, the snap means 
10 2.77 may include a plurality of spaced apart female snap members 2.79 attached to and 
^3 running along the foot side 2.65 of the comforter 2.63, and a plurality of spaced apart 



ft coacting male snap members 2.81 attached to and running along the foot side 2.41 of 
^4 the flat sheet 2.27 which is, in turn, fixedly attached to the foot side 2.33 of the fitted 
-~ sheet 2.25 to thereby removably attaching the foot side 2.65 of the comforter 2.63 to 

L 15 the foot side 2.33 of the fitted sheet 2.25 as will now be apparent to those skilled in the 



The bedclothes 2.11 preferably includes a pillow case 2.83 having a back or 
bottom side 2.85. Typically, the pillow case 2.83 also includes a front or top side 2.87 
associated with the back side 2.85 to form a hollow pocket or case with one opened end 

20 for receiving a typical pillow 2.89, etc., as will now be apparent to those skilled in the 
art. The pillow case 2.83 may be constructed in any typical manner and out of any 
typical material as will now be apparent to those skilled in the art such as, for example, 
by being cut and sewn out of cotton material, etc. The size and specific design of the 
pillow case 2.83 may also vary but normally conforms to the size and specific design of 

25 the fitted sheet 2.25 and flat sheet 2.27, etc., as will be apparent to those skilled in the 
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The bedclothes 2.11 preferably includes pillow case fixing means 2.91 fixing the 
back side 2.85 of the pillow case 2.83 to the top 2.29 of the fitted sheet 2.25 at a 
location adjacent the head side 2.31 of the fitted sheet 2.25. The fixing means 2.49 may 
5 consist of various specific means for attaching the various components together as 
disclosed hereinabove relative to the fixing means 2.49. Preferably, however, the pillow 
case fixing means 2.93 includes thread 2.95 sewing the back side 2.85 of the pillow case 
2.83 to the top 2.29 of the fitted sheet 2.25 at a location adjacent the head side 2.31 of 
the fitted sheet 2.25 to permanently attach the pillow case 2.83 and fitted sheet 2.25 
10 together via a plurality of stitches or the like as will now be apparent to those skilled in 



The use and operation of both embodiments of the present invention provides a 
set of bedclothes that offers a more efficient way of making a bed. Thus, to make a bed 
using the bedclothes 11 of the present invention, you merely place the corner pockets of 



p 15 the fitted sheet 25 over the corresponding corners of the mattress 13 to simultaneously 
fU attach both the fitted sheet 25 and flat sheet 27 to the mattress 13. If desired, a bed 



spread or comforter, etc., can then be spread or thrown across the top of the bedclothes 
11. Similarly, to make a bed using the bedclothes 2.11 of the present invention, you 
merely place the corner pockets of the fitted sheet 2.25 over the corresponding corners 

20 of the mattress 13 to simultaneously attach both the fitted sheet 2.25, flat sheet 2.27, bed 
skirt 2.28, comforter 2.63, etc., to the mattress 13. 

Although the present invention has been described and illustrated with respect to 
preferred embodiment and preferred use therefor, it is not to be so limited since 
modifications and changes can be made therein which are within the full intended scope 

25 of the invention. 



the art. 
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